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I. Background of HURFOM

he Human Rights Foundation of
TMonland (HURFOM) was found-

ed in 1995 on the Thailand-Burma
(Myanmar) border at a time when the
former military regime, the State Law and
Order Restoration Council (SLORC) was
employing mass forced labor to complete
construction of the 110-mile-long Ye-Ta-
voy railway. Hundreds of thousands of
villagers were forced to perform manual
labor, while the construction of the rail-
way itself displaced thousands of villagers
who fled to Thailand to escape human
rights violations perpetrated by the mil-
itary government. HURFOM came into
existence at that time to document the on-
going human rights violations the SLORC
was committing, and to disseminate the
information they collected to the interna-
tional community.

Since its inception, HURFOM
has existed to document all gross human
rights violations perpetrated in Mon State
and Mon populated areas of southeastern
Burma. Since 1995, HURFOM has docu-
mented violations related to the construc-
tion of the Yadana gas pipeline (1994-
2000), land confiscations and land grabs
by government armed forces, known

locally as the tatmadaw, since 2000, and
has documented civilians’ suffering due
to fighting and armed conflict. HUR-
FOM has also focused on sexual violence
against women and all manner of abuses
toward children.

I1. Human Rights Protection

In wake of Myanmar’s democrat-
ic transition, HURFOM has remained
committed to supporting and protecting
civilians in southern Myanmar who have
been the victims of human rights abuses
for decades. Based upon HURFOM’s hu-
man rights documentation, it was found
that civilians in Ye Township, the south-
ernmost township of Mon State, and Ye-
byu Township, the northernmost area of
Tanintharyi (Tenassarim Division) have
suffered grave human rights violations,
causing many to flee from their tradition-
al homeland. Many of the displaced now
live in areas controlled by Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs), or have fled to
Thailand.

In 2012, two prominent EAOs,
the Karen National Union (KNU) and
the New Mon State Party (NMSP) signed
a State-level ceasefire agreement with the



U Thein Sein government and engaged in
political dialogue. The situation in these
once conflict-prone areas became one of
relative peace, and some villagers have
gradually been able to re-establish their
communities by restoring and revitaliz-
ing agricultural lands and water sources.
Some internally displaced persons (IDPs)
have also been able to return to their
homes.

HURFOM began working with
these communities in 2013. At first, al-
though villagers had returned to their
communities, many were concerned about
the overall security situation. Many were
worried whether their families would be
safe, if they would be allowed to remain
on their land, whether livelihood oppor-
tunities were available, and if the new lives
they hoped to build would be sustain-
able. In response to these many concerns,
HURFOM’s work with these communities
has been informed by the concept of hu-
man rights-based protection and develop-
ment. HURFOM has undertaken to work
with those communities who endured the
greatest suffering during the era of mili-
tary rule and has provided resettlement
assistance to displaced villagers who have
returned to their communities.

Among the many resettlement and
rehabilitation needs in these post-conflict
communities, land is a paramount is-
sue because both land and property have
come under threat. Ethnic or indigenous
rights, as they apply to these lands, have
never been recognized by government. It
is within this context that HURFOM has
worked to help local farmers secure land
tenure. HURFOM has been working on
issues of land tenure since 2013.

III. STAND UP Project

STAND UP stands for “Sustain-
able Transformation for Agriculture, Nu-
trition and Development in Uplands Proj-
ect” The project was organized by The
Border Consortium (TBC) and involved
collaboration with Mon and Karen Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs) and ser-
vice providers. The focus of the project is
to provide protection and rehabilitation
assistance to displaced persons and com-
munities in eastern Pegu (Bago) Division,
Karen State, Mon State, and Tanintharyi
(Tenassarim Division).

TBC and the ethnic CSOs’ theory of
change is that if:

1. arights-based approach to nat-
ural resource management and agricul-
ture is promoted;

2. water supply, sanitation and
nutrition initiatives are integrated;

3. and local capacities to manage
development are gender and protection
sensitive; then food and livelihood secu-
rity in communities emerging from con-
flict will be strengthened.

Based on this theory of change,
TBC submitted a funding proposal to
the Livelihoods and Food Security Fund
(LIFT) who, in the end, provided the
funding needed to implement the STAND
UP Project. In cooperation with proj-
ect partners, TBC was able to identify 40
village tracts spread across 10 townships
where subsistence farmers are chronical-
ly impoverished, access to social services
is limited, and where there is an influx
of displaced communities attempting
group resettlement. TBC anticipates di-



rectly benefitting up to 60,000 individuals
across 300 villages within this target area
through the STAND UP project.

By collaborating with TBC and
other CSOs and service providers, HUR-
FOM has taken on the responsibility of
implementing a two-year project, com-
mencing in June 2017, in six village tracts
in Ye Township (Mon State) and Yebyu
Township (Tenasserim Division).

Before the project was implement-
ed, HURFOM conducted consultations to
determine the needs of communities per-
taining to protection and rehabilitation
assistance. The villagers identified vari-
ous types of needs ranging for urgent pro-
tection for their lands, their villages, and
the natural resources upon which they
rely. They wanted to recover their agri-
culture lands so they could produce more
crops. Women indicated that they are in
need of secure employment in order to
generate a reliable income. The commu-
nities consulted expressed that their for-
ests, streams, rivers, and mangroves are
important for their livelihoods. For this
reason, HURFOM undertook to ensure
that their rights are protected so that these
communities can return to prosperity.

IV. Project Implementation

HURFOM targeted 1 village tract
in Yebyu Township, in Tanintharyi (Te-
nassarim Division), and 5 village tracts
in Ye Township. During the first year of
project implementation, HURFOM tar-
geted 3 village tracts as agreed with LIFT
and TBC. The targeted village tracks are:

1.Yabu (Rar Hpu) village tract (Ye

byu Township)

2. Kyaung Ywa village tract (Ye
Township - East)

3. Aryu Taung village tract (Ye
Township — North)

During the first project year, from
May 2017 to June 2018, nearly all planned
activities were implemented in the above
village tracts. Starting in July 2018, HUR-
FOM moved to 3 new village tracts in or-
der to implement the same planned activ-
ities. The village tracts are:

4. Thin Gan Kyun village tract (Ye
Township - East)

5. Hnin Sone village tract (Ye
Township - North)

6. Hint Kayin village tract (Ye
Township — North)

During project implementation,
HURFOM worked with the Mon Area
Community Development Organization
(MACDO), based in Ye, given its knowl-
edge of the area and experience with var-
ious types of community development
projects. In project targeted areas, the
majority of ethnic people are Mon, but
there are also Karen villages in all village
tracts. HURFOM and MACDO worked
closely with all communities regardless of

their ethnicity, or religious and political
beliefs.

Based on the theory of change ad-
opted by TBC and partner CSOs, HUR-
FOM and MACDOs joint efforts focused
on the following activities.

a. Land rights awareness

Before HURFOM could proceed
with project implementation, HURFOM



representatives met with community
leaders and farmers in all project areas to
better understand their perspectives on
land ownership. Many farmers believed
that they have secured their lands based
on the customary land use practices, and
they want to maintain ownership based
on such traditions. However, they real-
ize, or have learned, that customary land
ownership mechanisms will not protect
their lands from land confiscation. Gen-
erally, they understood that their lands are
not secure, and that customary land own-
ership conflicts with government laws.
Having gained this awareness of the lo-
cal context, HURFOM collaborated with
farmers, helping them to secure tenure
over their lands.

b. Land rights and land laws training

HURFOM provided Land Rights
and Land Laws trainings in all project ar-
eas. The trainings were provided in a spe-
cific village, and farmers from surround-
ing villages would come to partake and
in the training sessions. Normally, HUR-
FOM trainers would discuss with farmers
traditional uses of farmland among ethnic
communities in various parts of Burma.
Trainers discussed the U Thein Sein gov-
ernment’s 2012 Farmland Law. Trainers
would also discuss the land laws and poli-
cies enforced by various EAOs, who large-
ly developed their land policies based on
customary land use practices. The focus
of these trainings was to educate local
communities and farmers on different
land tenure mechanisms so they could
better determine what type of land tenure
they could claim to secure their lands.

c. Land registration

HURFOM and MACDO helped
local farmers with land registration, de-
pending on whether farmers wanted to
register their lands according to the gov-
ernment’s 2012 Land Law or a respective
EAOs land laws and policies. Farmers
would decide how they wished to register
their lands independently. Farmers living
in government-administered areas, or
close to a government Agriculture Office,
would register their lands according to
the 2012 Land Law. As for ethnic farmers,
those living in mixed-administrative areas
of the government and EAOs would reg-
ister their lands with the respective EAOS’
land department. HURFOM assisted
many hundreds of families with land reg-
istration procedures to ensure that both
their land and livelihoods were secured.

d. Agricultural Training

MACDO has considerable expe-
rience in providing agricultural training
to local communities. The livelihoods of
over 90% of the villagers in all targeted vil-
lage tracts were agriculture-based. Both
Ye and Yebyu Townships have rich soils,
meaning that fruit plantations are the pri-
mary industry in these regions. Other
than fruit plantations, farmers in Ye and
Yebyu grow rice and tap rubber. In imple-
menting this project, MACDO provided
agriculture trainings, with a focus on nat-
ural fertilizers, organic farming, nursery
gardening, and practical applied agricul-
tural methods. Agricultural trainings are
provided in all targeted village tracts.



e. Agricultural Center

HURFOM and MACDO estab-
lished an Agriculture Learning Center in
60 Miles village, Yebyu Township. MAC-
DO facilitated agriculture trainings at
the center, and trainees were provided
with fruit seedlings grown at the center as
presents upon completion of every train-
ing course. The Agricultural Center also
produced vegetables that were distributed
to widows, the elderly, and persons with
disabilities.

f. Community Forests

Many villagers wished to maintain
forests in the surrounding areas of their
communities. The communities are quite
concerned that community forests are be-
ing confiscated by outsiders, the govern-
ment, and armed groups. The government
Forestry Department expressed interest
in providing Community Forest Certifi-
cates to communities that had undertak-
en to maintain their forests. For example,
Thayar Mon village and 60 Miles village
in Yabu village tract both received Com-
munity Forest Certificates in recognition
of their stewardship efforts. HURFOM
assisted these communities with planting
trees and herbs, and with conducting re-
search on the natural environment. HUR-
FOM also helped residents of Min Hla vil-
lage in Kyaung-ywa village tract to apply
for a Community Forest Certificate.

g. Environmental Preservation Training

Land, community forests, and livelihoods
are interrelated, and thus environmen-
tal sustainability is of great importance.
HURFOM believes that local communi-

ties need to be made aware of natural re-
source preservation. Communities need
to preserve their natural resources for
long term sustainability and food securi-
ty. HURFOM Trainers discussed natural
resource preservation with participants,
and provided a space for participants to
determine how they can best protect and
preserve the environment in each project
area.

V. Conclusion

The STAND UP Project operated
by TBC and Mon and Karen CSOs is a
much needed project for ethnic commu-
nities living in post-conflict zones. For-
merly displaced persons and communi-
ties have benefitted from the resettlement
and rehabilitation programs provided by
STAND UP. Disadvantaged communities
have gained more knowledge about all
manner of agricultural matters from this
project. However, this project covers only
6 village tracts in all of Ye and Yebyu town-
ships due to limited resources. Therefore,
and because of the remaining protection
and development needs of communities
not reached by this project, HURFOM
calls for the STAND UP project to be ex-
tended.
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