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Chapter (1) Introduction

On November 8, 2020, Myanm&s citizenswill again head to the polls for the
country3s 3d General Election since the 2008 Constitution was approvediccording
to official statistics, voter turnout for the 1st General Election,in 2010, was 7Pof
eligible voters, while approximately 70%cast their votes in 2015 for the 2d General
Election!

However, according to data collected by the Human Rights Foundation of Monland
HURFOMduring the 2015 Election, across Mon State, approrately only 50%of

eligible voters turned up at the polls to cast their voteslt was concluded that the
public in Mon State, many who had a strong and genuine desire to participate in

1ay AMROC) AY bt UZ H& A ZR AWEaRLY Ry EEY o) AGKE B AR A ZDay News

Journal
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casting their vote to see change in the country, were not satisfactrigiven the
opportunity to be involved in the election

HURFOM believes that, although the public in Mon State truly desires change, their
lack of participation in electoral activities stems from a dissatisfaction due to the
presence of difficulties, barfers, and challenges that they must face in order to
participate. HURFOM strongly believes thatwith inclusiveness and equal

opportunity for participation by people in all of Myanmats ethnic regions and states,
Myanmar3s upcoming election will be free ad fair.

In order for this inclusivity to materialize, it is necessary for the public, or that of
eligible voters, to participate and cast their votesThus, the difficulties, barriers, and

challenges that the public faces must be solved so that the votesdl thoroughly be
able to participate in the elections

Those most affected by these challenges are those living in remote, rural
communities, especially, senior citizenswomen,internally displaced persons (DPs),

villagers living under ethnic armed aganization (EAO-controlled areas, firsttime
voters, domestic legalllegal migrant workers, and people with disabilities(PWDg A

common thread that runs throughout is a lack of formal education and knowledge
about the core issues of the electioteg., parties, candidate¥ .

The core objective of this report is to emphasize the importance of having free and
fair elections without leaving anyone out the necessity of alinclusive elections in

Myanmar. By identifying the challenges faced by communit&in ethnic regions and

states, we hope the governmentan then find and implement practical solutions to
address these barriers and challenges facing voters in casting their ballot$hus, this

report was produced to support respective government departmets and
organizations with the requisite information to develop solutions to address the
difficulties, challenges, and barriers to participation
in voting.

Although Myanmar holds regular electionghis does
not mean that a true democracy has beesstablished

One component of a true democradg that elections
be free and fair, and that all communityevels or
classes, without eliminating anyone, can participate

Individuals from all sectors, such as government
departments, organizations,corporations, ard the
; , public, itself, should cooperatein taking part in
making this election accessible for all

October 1, 2020






[ ‘m, A1 L

Janw

-

Chapter (2)Methodology

HURFOM is a human rights organization that has been documenting human rights
violations and the vdce of the public since its inception in 1995 using a methodology
developed over 25years of experience

While compiling data for this report, HURFOM operated on a poliof ‘community
trust and cooperationy which was vital to our methodologyTherefore, while

gathering information, instead of having the team, itselolely conduct all activities,
our Field Team encouraged the community, particularly Village Committees, to
cooperate and engage in the process of coordinating and gathering information

The project area included villages in Kyaikmayaw, Mudon, Thanbyuzayat, and Ye
townships, Mon StateKyainnseikyi Township, Karen State; and Yebyu Township,
Tanintharyi RegionIn each township, HURFOM appointed one local advisor and two

local volunteers, hene, six local advisors and 12 local volunteers, compiled the
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information through the project area Training was provided to the 12 local
volunteers for three days in Mawlamyine, Mon Stat&'hese volunteers had worked

with HURFOM previously, collecting datan prior projects andalso participating in
human rights campaignsTherefore, in terms of qualifications, they were adequately

qualified. In addition, two permanent HURFOM staff members also conducted
excusive individual interviews with informants.

The Field Team traveled across six townships to 30 villages and interviewed 129
locals.Moreover, HURFOM held meeting with the presence of 30 community people,

and such meeting was held two timed\lso, with the support of the local advisors,
HURFOMs Field Team conducted interviews with 12 local villagersvia thelnternet
and phone

While compiling the information, HURFOM documented and gathered information
from the groups most likely to be left behind from participating in the election,
namely,citizens living in remote communities, particularly, senior citizens, women,
PWDs, firsttime youth voters, and people living in areas controlled by ethnic armed

organizations.

HURFOM compiled data from August 2020 to September 2020 in the above
respective categoriesand township and regionsThe gathered data was coded,

analyzed thematically, and develop into this report by HURFOM Staff in
Mawlamyine.Previously gathereddata from previous research missions were also

incorporated into the analysis

Challenges

The HURFOM team faced several severe difficulties and challenges through the
implementation of this project.With the COVIDBL9 crisis, much like the rest of the

world, travelling and meeting community members in Mon State was acutely
hampered. Due to the travelrestrictions imposed by the Mon State Government and

EAOs, HURFOM had to cancel two public meetingsvas also a challenge to collect
data and meet deadlineHURFOM also faced complaintd organizing an election
campaign, since the project activitiesvere related to the election

Due COVIEL9+elated travel restrictions, HURFOM had to cancel its original plans of

traveling to the field for data collection and instead had to reach out through other
means, namely, the Internet and mobile phones§ince gathering data in remote

areas, where communication via Internet and phone is limited or noaxistent,was
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prioritized, HURFOMs team had to travel on land and by water making overnight
trips.Due to harsh transportation routes and travel conditions, thedam also faced
challenges while traveling

Access to information remains very limited in Myanmar, and, hence, the HURFOM
Field Team also faced difficulties in confirming information collected and in
conducting researchin addition, the Field Team also feed inconvenient responses
and rejections when they conducted interviews with relevantgovernment
departments.

The Field Team was also advised to follow the COWVIDB Prevention and Protection

Methods instructed by the Ministry of Health and Sport, and thewere also provided
with adequate protection materials against COVHD9.HURFOM implemented its
project by prioritizing the health and safety of its Field Team and the communities
they visited.




Chapter (3)Background : Legal Challenges to Free
and Fair Elections

1) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Right§ CCPRwas adopted by the
United Nations® General Assembly on Decembef9, 1966.Myanmar became a
member of the United Nations(UN) on April 19, 1948; however, it has never signed
the ICCPR

In September 2019, it was reported thatEtainMae Township, Myaungmya District,
Ayeyarwady District, Pyithu Hluttaw representative, Daw Thandar, proposed that
the Union Government sign the ICCPR, and the Ministry of Investment and
International Cooperation is preparing to sign the Covenant

{Un ICCPR, no one is discriminatett protects ethnic people, women, and
children.Since the government has to help prot for that, it supports for
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the governmengs responsibility,usaid U Aung Myo Min, the Director of
Equality Myanmar, in an interview with ElevenMedia Group?

HURFOM urges the Union Government and Union Parliame®yidaungsu Hluttaw)

to sign the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as it guarantees the
right to self-determination and free political ideology and beliefs

2) Electoral Law, Article (10)

Article 10 in Myanmars Election Lawallows domestic migrants and migrant
workers the ability to vote.

The new law, or Article 10, which was adopted March 17, 2010, states that any
citizen of Myanmar who has been away from higer constituency during the election

is granted the opportunity to vote where hdshe, as a migrant, is presetiowever,
he/she must have lived for at least 6 months or 180 days if lsbhe wants to vote at
the place where héshe is eligible to vote

2at | AAZEL A& R g3 P EE AR AH REREEAYA Ot | ABOE VALBD 7 bk AET £ CAAT S

aNOt ) OYtL ) AV OBk gn) T BZ2E) PIERIBF aBl¢ten Media Group
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However, the Union Election Commission adjusted the duration for migrants to vote
to 90 days instead of 180 day§he 90day duration was approved on February 20,

2020, by the Pyithu Hluttaw

Ethnic political parties viewed this movenegatively, as they felt it would it would
could impact on local ethnic candidates poorly, as migrant workessho had been
present for a short period of time in the electoral district would be eligible to vote

Nai Layea Tamarh remarked migrants would also have difficulties travelling back
home to vote in their electoral district; thus, the government and Union Election
Commission(UEQ should corsider providing an advancedsoting system for them

In response, not only did the United Nationalities Allianc@NA), composed of 12

ethnic political partiesand other parties, such as the Democratic Party for a New
Society and the United Nationalities Dmocracy Party, release an statement on

February 24, 2020, objecting to the extension, but the Kachin National Congress
Party also staged a protest against the 9flay duration amendment in Kachin Stats

capital, Myitkyina, on March 9, 2020However, since here was no objection in

parliament, the Amyotha Hluttaw approved it on May 20, 2020, and there was no
need to get further approval from the Pyidaungsutluttaw 3

[Our MUP, along with other
parties, has submitted an
objection letter to the Union

Election @mmission.We also sent
it to the respective Hluttaw.But it

is not fair, as they have approved
it, although we have objected if}

said Nai Layea Tamarh, MUP
JointSecretary(l) . y

On August 18, 2020the MUP
stated that the current UEC did not take int@onsideration the concerns or advice of
political parties when it made the amendments to the election law

[To compare with the last commissiofUEQ, the current commission is very much
weak in terms of taking advice from political parties and acceptinthe voices from

3RAL) GG tOZY Ot T | AK A It XEALO Y 1, E £ GRIE zAacY Eleded Metim &roup
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the political parties.For amending the rules, the commission did not take into
considerationthe views of the political partiespsaid Nai Layea Tamarh

3) Code of Conduct(COQof Political Parties and Candidates

The UEC md political parties signed the
Code of ConducfCOGQ for Political Parties

and Candidates on June 26, 2020, at Meli
Yangon HotelYangor?

While the political parties view that the
COQs not in line with the law, it does not
appear that any political parties or
candidates will face charges if they do not
follow it; however, there is agreement .
among them that it is best to compete in
the election with dignity.

4] ynELtEp RCUG O, ATEDA OO QR NG ERERE QVWOA: EEL AT At
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Utxs the code of conduct that the

respective political parties came
together, compromised, ad
agreed on for a free and fair
election. Having that, it will be

more supportive for a fair election
in terms of abstaining from
a4 conflicts  between individual
& parties who are competing, but
rather having fairness and
abstaining from insulting one
anotherusaid Nai Layae Tamarh,

JointSecretary (1) of MUP, who

participated in the COC signing
ceremony with the political parties
and candidates

In the (COQChapter 3on Conducting Election Campaign Activities, it state¢n line
with the Political Parties Registration Law Chapter I{Article 6d), the Parties commit

to abstaining fromwriting, delivering speech ororganizing and instigating that
which can cause conflict or that which can affect dignitgnd morals relating to
nationality, religion, individual or public} fueling regionalist, racial, sectarian or

tribal trends that could threatennational unity |5 .

The abovestated phrase is very general, and it wohbe satisfactory for ethnic(e,
non-Bamar) political parties, since it appears that it does whiait wants for.

[Actually, this article is the article that should be removedf not removed, it
should be described in a more exact and specific waly will be regionalist
and racial !about one€s region and oné nationality.How is sectarianu
defined? They did not write it clearlypsaid Nai Min Latt@ka Nai HtuN Myint
Kyaw), of MUP and who is competing for the Thanbyuzayat State Hluttaw
Constituency(l) .

The underlying issue is the vagueness in the language, and the temacialpapplied
here can ceate challenges for ethnic(.e, nonBamar)political parties, which are

5] yn BB YEFEH PEY®EA ? Pt & YREQ] YANWAZAUOEA , OEB KT EL A4 Ot
sUTt) OYELENR) ROZ) AYAtUzd AYLYR?EL
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unable to compete in all constituencies across Myanmar but who can only campaign
for their ethnic group3 votes when conducting campaign activities during elections

4) Hluttaw Electi on Laws

Article 58(C) of the Pyithu Hluttaw, Amyotha Hluttaw, and Stat&kegional Hluttaw
Election Lawis also problematic

It states’uttering, making speeches, making declarations, and instigating vote or
not to vote on grounds of race and religion by abetmentof such actgwhich is by
doing so means encouraging to do so

[This point is a problemIn Myanmarspolitical issue, the national issue has
already existedIf we look at that article, it appears that even if it is political
issue, we araunable to speak outfsaid Nai Min Latt

That law states Whoéver is found guilty of or abetting one of the following acts

shall, onconviction, be punishable with imprisonment for a term not exceeding one
year or with fine not exceeding one hundred thusand kyats or with both

“Stating this article, | am worried that they will do as they will and apply it when
they want to or notWhen the political parties are conducting the election
campaign[activities],it will be a challenge to speak and talk ahd the political
problemsy continued Nai Minn Latt

5) Pyidaungsu Government Law and the 2008 Constitution

The UEC announced on July 1, 2020, that the 2020 General Election would be held on
November 8, 2020The following day, July 2, the National Leagur Democracy

(NLD), released a special announcement stating that the State Counsellor, NLD
Chairperson Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and the President, NLD Wbair(1)U Win

Myint, would start organizing party activities and conducting regional campaign
activities ‘from today onwarduThe statement also mentioned that the NLD would be

conducting such activities in accordance with the Union Governmehaw.

The Union Government Law was enacted by the former State Peace and
Development Council in 2010, and Artie (7)states To hot to lose the opportunity of

being elected, government staff can start party campaigning and regional campaign
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activities, starting the day that the Union Election Commission announces the
election[note: this is not a directranslation, but rather a loose translation by HURFOM

staff] W .

However, according to the 2008 ConstitutioBs Chapter(ll), Article 64), ‘If the
President or the VicePresidents are members of a political party, theshall not take
part in its party activities during their term of office from the dayof their election. u ,
and Chapter (V), Articles 232 and 234 state The ynion minister and deputy
ministers| they shall not takepart in its party activities during the term of office
from the day they are appointed p .

Likewise, Chapter(14)of the 2008 Constitution, Article 447 states Existing rules,
regulations, bylaws, notifications, orders, directives angrocedures shall remain in

operation in so far as they are not contrary to thi€onstitution until and unlessthey
are repealed or amended by the UnioGovernment p .

HURFOM firmly believedJnion Government Law, Article 7¢ontravenes the 2008
Constitution, and that it gives preference to the ruling party over other political
parties. This law must be amended t@nsure free and fair elections

6) Election Monitoring

The Peoplé Alliance for
Credible Elections (PACH,
which monitored both the
N , _ 2015 and 2017 Elections
eecaassasasEEERAS oL . across  the  country,
" ssannnig submitted an application
' to the UEC to monitor the
upcoming 2020 Election
on Juy 14, 2020.However,
on July 30, the UEC denied
PACBs request to observe

polling activities.

Following the UEGs response to PACE, on August 13, 458 community service
organizations (CSO} urged the UEC to réhink their rejection of PACBEs services

Then, the UEC contacted PACE through phone informing that it now allows the PACE
to continue its monitoring project.
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The UEC  provided
recommendation to

SEDBQJRGG—J&E PACE on August 18 for

the organization’s

CQ CJ‘S B $ @ registration. However,

on August 21, the UEC

again informed PACE

that the UEC would only
r Pprovide a document of

acknowledgement  for

election monitoring
A after the PACE had
registered as an organization and received a registrationumber 8

The UEGs (2)core reasons(of UEGs registration prevention)are 1)the organizations

that did not register and that the organizations that are getting support from
international community .

However, the Registration of Organizations Law, Chapter 4, Article 7 statdhé

chairperson, Secretary or Responsible person of local orgaaiton shall submit the
application to the respective registration authorities according to the procedures to
get registration certificate as per their free
will.

Snce PACE is not a registered organization
it is not in line with the law to be a barrier
any of its activities Also, prior to 2020,
when PACE asked for a recommendatior
letter for the organization3 registration

from the UEC, the UEC refused to provide
the letter.

The second factor the UEC is concernec
with, regarding organizations receiving
support from the international community,
being accused by the UEC is not defensible, since the UEC itself has accepted the
support from the international community .’

Dawei Watch

6) ROC) AYAUZ thE § i) B HRACH PYYDY rdsalEzafd Uz dkWpiR DB dOEL § I BbA K n,

] sUYEynAmAal tC
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During the 2015 Election, Mon State had 1groups® acting as watchdogs over the
election; however, according to U Hein Lin Htet, Secretary of Mon StéeElection

SubCommission, until August 17, 2020, no group had applied for election
monitoring in Mon State for the 2020 GenerdElection®.This is problematic, aghere

is a lower chanceof having the election proceed as free and fair with fewer groups
monitoring the election.

‘If there is only one or two groupdof election watchdogg, we cannot tell
that such number of group can cover ajpolling stations] If. the humber of
watchdog groups is smaller, there wod be much free and faifelections],u

said Daw Khine Khine Lei Myint, Chairperson of the Mon State Youth
Network, in an interview with Southern Myanmar News on August 19,
202010,

YEeoyYaOELZDPY@BC

8Yz @t s Uiredam tAcy A Al zbd¥ | Bty | ¥ KB O] thyervendieeaty apvea OEL ¢DY @ C
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Although previously, there were

collaborations between the former

election commission, election
watchdogs, and CSOs in drawing up
a COC and procedures foelection

monitoring and observing, there
has been no collaboration or
discussion with this current

commissiont

It can be inferred that the UEC
instead of the term of "Election

Watchdogsobserversy the election
commission used observersu

As the Commissiofs slogan goes
‘free and faiy there is an

important sector for the watchdog
groups to participate in the
election. Hence, HURFOM urges

that no tightening of or new

restrictions be placed on election watchdogs by the UEC

11) 3062 AYAL Uz hF ¥ Kb BV B D@ AANARA T AX ot a ? UkiARaaingsya
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Chapter (4)Challenges Faced by Citizens inRural

Communities

HURFOM conducted field work and interviews with local citizens from 30 villages in
six townships that were specifically selected to identify the challenges that villagers
in rural, remote communities encounter when participating in electionsThrough
this field work, the HURFOM Field Team interviewed 120 individuals, listening and
documenting their voices and concerns regarding opportunities to participate in the
election.

To systematically determine these challenges and obstacles, the HURFOM Field
Team designed questionnaires and conducted individual interviewsn addition,

focus group dscussions were also held through workshops

The voices gathered from both individual interviews and group discussions with
local community members in remote areas are illustrated in the following chapters
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1)Election Related Information Compiling

Although Myanmar has been
run by a government elected
by the public for almost a
decade, the public still has '
limited access to information 3 ‘
On August 6, 2019, Pyithu 'l G
Hluttaw approved the °
National Records and Archives e &
Law, which allows for
sentencing an indvidual for
up to 5 years if they take
information safeguarded bythe government?2

“Since | have never been anywhere, | know nothinigdo not have a radio or a T,
said a woman, 65, from Paythakhat village, Yebyu Township, Tanintharyi Region

People h Mon State also have difficultieaccessing informationAccording to the
interviews conducted, the public must rely on the villagés General Administration
Office for information on the electionApproximately 70%of the interviewees rely on

the village General Administration
Office for information about the
election.

‘I get to know some information from
the village administrator3s
announcement with his loudspeaken
do not know how to use a phond
cannot read eitherpsaid a woman, 42,

from Ka Don S village, Kyaikmayaw
Township, Mon State

Although 40%of villagers still rely on

g traditional forms of media, such as
radio, TV, newspapers, and journals,
: ; the number of people who consumed
information from the internet and somal media is still very small
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Of the people that the HURFOM Field Team interviewed, although 1 out gie€dple
used social medidi.e., Facebools only a small number of them knew ddr visited the

UEC Facebook page, and a very small number of them checked the UEC. page

When HURF® conducted interview with an AhLaeSakhan villager, Yebyu
Township, Tanintharyi Region, on September 10, they saidl arh on the list of voters

This is just like what the paper said earlier; | found about this on Facebodikdo not
know which constituency, though aftgr mentioning about the candidate}| do not
know who the candidates are yet think, due to COVIELY, it difficult for the
representative to come to our village tract p

When HURFOM Team conducted public meetings in Thanbyuzayat Townshipe
team received feedback that the UEC should provide information to every citizen
including people from rural area as much as it could so that it will be the UEC is with
the public.

Community members also urged political parties, candidates, and CS@sprovide
election+elated information to everyone including citizens residing in rural areas
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2)Election Education :How to Vote

‘| never participated in any training. The CSOs came to provide the training
But | did not get to join, so | do not knowabout it,usaid a female villager, 32,
from Ah-Nin Village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

‘Last year, there were trainingsBut this year, we have not seen any yeh
female villager, 43, Phachaung Village, Yebyu Township, Tanintharyi
Region

HURFOMbelieves that, at the time the Field Team began collecting data, political

parties and CSObkad not yet provided training, since they were not campaigning at
the time. Hence, the locals did not have much knowledge yet

‘Last year, there were trainings povided hereBut | did not get to joinBut
this year, no one yet came to provide the trainingsaid a female villager, 39,
from Kathon-=zi Village, Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

Since the villagers did not get to join the educational training on thelection, there
could be misunderstandings, and it could cause barriers to accessing and exercising
theirs rights for politics and citizenship.

‘| never got to join the training. When | go to vote, | will ask the people who
already voted on how to voteFor sure, | will vote.l am not educatedl do not
know if it3 right or notusaid a female villager, 54, from ANin Village,

Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

Since the community members still
lack knowledge related to the
election, it’s necessary to povide
them with the training that aid them
in exercising their civic rights.

“The villagers in our village do not
have much knowledgeWe have a

plan to provide training to the
villagers for them to be able to vote if
we have timepa female villager, 5,

Yehte Taung Village, Thanbyuzayat
Township, Mon State
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Due to the COVIEL9 crisis, educational trainings on the elections for the public have
been limited.Mon State Election SulCommissionSecretary U Hein Lin Htet stated on
September 11 that since tb COVIEL9 transmitted cases in Mon State have been
going up, electiorrelated training, which are intended to provide to wardvillage
level election commission groups, have been put dwold 13

3)Access to Information on Political Parties and Candidates

Mon State has 291 candidates from 12 political parties in addition to 11 independent
candidates competing in thestate4

When HURFOM inquiredbout political parties and candidates from interviewees,
the majority answered that they were aware of local potical parties and the more
dominant political parties.However, they did not know much about the candidates

themselvesHURFOM assumed that because the election campaign had not started

when the Field Team conducted the survey, interviewees were less liketo know
candidates in depth

‘I do not know any of the political parties yetl know nothing.l do not know
the name of the candidates eithepsaid a male villager, 65, from Paytakhat
village, Yebyu Township, Tanintharyi Region

A female villager, 42,from KyaukBiLuu village tract, Three Pagodas Pass Sub

Township and Kyainnseikyi Township, Karen State, said that until September 9, she
did not know any of the profiles of the candidates competing in her constituency

“There are three political parties| do not know about the candidate3
backgrounds, because they are not from this ardallage]usaid a male
villager, 55, from Yethe Taung village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

Theseresponses from the locals documented by HURFOM show that it is assary
for the candidates to put special effort intanforming the public about their parties3

policy and objectives during their election campaigns
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“The candidates do not have much close contacts with the locals in this
region.We do not know much aboutheir backgroundsysaid a male villager,
63, from Yethe Taung village Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

It is vital that political parties and candidates explain theielection platforms and
promises while conducting their campaigns in order for thento attract the public to
get out and go vote for themPolitical parties and candidates should explain to the

public about their partiesipolicy and promises for the future via the elections

Itis the parties® and candidatesresponsibilities to implement post-election what
they promised during the election campaignA major reason why the public is not

interested in elections is that many of the promises that are given are not then
implemented.

“Our village Administrator has been advocating to peopleith loudspeakers

to check the voter listWhen | urged my relatives to go and check the list,
they replied, "Why do we have to care about the voter list? When a candidate
is elected, only their relatives and family members profifThey did nothing

for uspMost of the villagers think in a similar way so they dot keep the

voter list in mind,usaid a female activist from Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon
State, who is urging more youth engagement in the electiéh

15 Interest in politics declines as election promises go unfulfilled July 30, 2020 HURFOM



4)Voter List Problem

\\\ o

Although the UEC stated that it would conduct the 2020 Election not for show but for
a real free and fair election, there have beemany mistakes on the votetists
announced on July 25, 2020¢

Even Daw Aung San Suu Kginame, the State Counsellor, was duplicated dhe

list,1” while the names of the family members of the Union Minister of Labor,
Immigration, and Population Ministry were also mistaken!8

According to U Myint Naing, a member of the UEC, at the level of whole country, due
to the mistakes on the votetist, the number of people who objected, till August 4,
2020, was more than 220,000

In Mon State, due to the initial incorrect votelist presented, over 21,000 people
replied for the voter registration, according to U Hein Lin Htet, Secretary of Mon
StateElection SubCommission2°

Of all interviews conducted by the Field Team, 8@Ghad citizenshiprelated
documents including ID cards and household documents, but only 8fere on the
voter list.21
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‘I have a household document and ID carBor the voterlist, all family
members*names were provided| also gave the names of our family
members who are abroadjsaid a female villager, 39, Ka @ S village,
Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

There is the possibility that the reason for thédower percentage of votes on the
voting list is because they were left out or the voters did not go check the votitigt.

According to the interviews, 6(0/said they went to check the votelist in some form.

‘I have an ID card also
have a  household
document. | have not
chedked the voter list
yet.When the voterlist
was provided, | was not
at homel do not know
whether my name is on
the voter list or not,u
said a  50yearold
woman, from Mudon
Township, Mon State

‘| have an ID card and a household document tdohave notchecked my
name on the votedist yet.When the time comes, the administrator will come
to tell us.Then we will go votepsaid a 46year-old woman from Kyaikmayaw
Township, Mon State

Over 13%0f the people interviewed who went to check their names on #hvoterlist
said itwas not correct, and they had to repply.However, they had difficulties when
they replied for voter registration.

‘I went to check the voting listBut two of our family member$names were
not correct.Yet, we reapplied for thatThere were no problems when we
reapplied,u

said a 54year-old woman, from AhNin village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State
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‘I have to reapply with the Administrator since my name was not correct on
the voting list. My name was on the list twice and my dliren%s names were
not there.Yet, there was no difficulty when we reapplieqisaid a 56year-old
woman, from Mudon Township, Mon State

The UEC discontinued the first verification of the voting list before August, and the
second announcemernterification was again provided on September 20

Feedback and suggestions were provided by participants at a public meeting
HURFOM held on August 31 in Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon St&@emmunity
members felt that to have an accurate voter list and to not omit eligie voters, the
UEC should take concrete action, while CSOs and the public should also cooperate
and advocate for voters to check the voting list to ensure their names are included

‘Wedve formed a youth group in our villageWhen the voter$ list is
announced, they will tell villagers to go and check the lisdnd they will help
villagers to correct and amend the voter3list,usaid Nai Mon Saw Noal, the
Village Administrator for Naing Hlone village, Mudon Township, Mon Staté
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5)Polling Stations

In the 2015 Electionthere were over 40,000 polling stations, including ones in areas
under the control of the Tatmadaw forces, and 34 million voters cast their votes

According to the data, for the 2020 Election, there are 37 million eligible voters, 3
million more than the 2015 Election according to the UEE

In the 2010 and 2015 Elections, there was one polling station in a ward or village
tract per 300 and 3,000 eligible voters, respectivelyut forthe 2020 Election, since

the number of eligible voters has increased, the UEC will open more polling
stations24 However, the commission has not announced the exact additional number

of polling stations.

In the 2015 Election, there were over b million eligible voters in Mon Stateln the
2020 Election, thee are more than 17 million eligible voters, and of which firsttime
voters or 18vyear-old youths, alone, makeip over 100,000 votersin addition, over

5000 of eligible voters are those who have returned from abroad and over 4000 are
PWDs25

According to the
provided figure, Mon
State has additional
of almost 3 million
voters and 954 26
polling stations,
including 49 stations
for the Tatmadaw
members, are
allocated in Mon State
for the 2020 election,
according to the Mon
State Election Sub

commission.2?

. To prevent COVIDL9
transmission and due to the increasing number of voters in Mon State, an additional
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22 polling stations will be opened and a total of 973 polling stations will be installed
in Mon Stateaccording to U Hein Linn Htet, Secretary of the Mdstate Election Sub

Commissionz8

Although having the number of polling stations based on the number of voters is
suitable for voters in urban areas or areas with better infrastructuréroad access, it is

necessary to consider the distances among villagasrural areas when determining
the adequate number of polling stations for rural areas

‘It is not near.We have to travel by boat to go ther&Ve have to go vote at
the school in Thingyan Taw villaggsaid a female villager, 65, Paythakhet
village, YebyuTownship, Tanintharyi Region

“The commission has considered settingp one polling station for three
villages.Itdl be okay for the nearby villagegsaid Nai Chan Mon, who will
compete for Kyainnseikyi TownshipConstituency(2)2e.

According to the inteviews the Field Team conducted, more than 4asaid the
polling station was very far from their place of residence, and 2@said they would
have difficulty in traveling to the polling station.

“The polling station is not that far from our houseBut we hawe to travel
there by boatpsaid a female villager, 35, of TheChaung village, Yebyu
Township, Tanintharyi Region

“The polling station is a bit far from hereBut it3 not difficult to travel to
there.The polling station staff members are very friendly ad helpful,ysaid a
female villager, 51, Karotpi village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

‘| have voted two times alreadyThe polling station is far from our housq4
said a female voter, 50, from Mudon Township, Mon State

Seventy percentof the interviewees responded that, although there are some
difficulties in reaching the polling stations, the staff at the polling station were
friendly and helpful, and the voting process went smoothly with their help

28Y i @0 0 UV ool adikm A A (korkUBEALOEERREY a8/6 a U Eu Oi AEU YU
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HURFOM
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One male voter, 56, from Mudon Township saiéThe polling station is very close to
our houseThere is no difficulty in reaching the stationThe staff at the station also
helped me p

‘The staff at the polling station also helpedVhen | voted, itwas very
convenient It safe togisaid a male voer, 55, from YaThae Taung village,
Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

Only less than Bf the interviewees said it was not secure, and that they faced
pressure while voting, although most of the interviewees said felt safe

"During last election, there wa pressureThey wanted us to vote for their
side but not for others That was what | facedit:s not that | had to be afraid,
though.l do not know what it will be like this time yetpsaid a female villager,
39, Ka D Sivillage, Kyaikmayaw Township, MorState

HURFOM welcomes the decision by the Mon St&eElection SusCommission to
extend the number of polling stationsit would accept the positive responses from
the interviewees about the polling stations

Extending the number of polling stations ® cope with the increase in the number of
voters as well as considering the installation of polling stations in rural areas not just
based on the number of voters but the location of the villages will lead to better
outcomes and creating positive civic andoting environments for all.
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6) Voting Procedures

In the 2010 Election, voters were
required to tick ’“Correctu when

voting, and in the 2015 Election, a
stamp was usedWhen the HURFOM

Field Team was conducting the
surveyXthere was no confirmation
from the UEC yet for what procedures
will be applied in the 2020 Elections
But 25 days ahead of the election, o
September 11, the UEC announcedss
the valid vote and abstain vote .3
process

‘I know about the voting .

process for the last 2015
Election.But | do notknow yet what it will look like if the voting process for

2020 Election is newpsaid a male villager, 56, from Mudon Township, Mon
State

‘| do not know the voting procedurel will just cast the ballot when | have to
I do not know if itss an abstain vde.l only have to cast one ballotWhen my
name is called upon, | will just go votelhatss allpsaid a female villager, 65,
Paythakhat village, Yebyu Township, Tanintharyi Region

Seventy percent of interviewees answered that they knew how to vote buto not
know about abstained votes, and 8&tanswered that they did not know that they had

to vote regardingthree chambers of the Hluttaw Parliamentl know how to vote for
not abstained votesBut itdd be better if training is provided for the villager. For[
example, thaithree ballots were castsaid a male villager, 63, fromya Thae Taung
village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

It is necessary that theespective organizations provide training, widely, on the
abovementioned issues by eligible voters imrder that important votes are not lost
This is because voters have been to the polling stations, but they are yet to know the
voting process precisely
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‘| know how to cast the ballotl will just have to press my thumbl have to
cast two timespsaid a female villager, 39, from Paythakhet village, Yebyu
Township, Tanintharyi Region

Voters may cast their votes, but if they do not know the process well, their votes may
be abstained votesThat means they lost their rights to vote for their candidatedn

the 2015 Election, 538 of the cast votes were abstained votes

"When | vote, | do not know yet whether what | tick is right or naWhen |
am told to tick, it would tick,usaid a female villager, 42, oka Don Siillage,
Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon Sta.

‘| have never votedl was told by our neighbors that when the election is
getting close, the Administrator will show us how to votd will have to vote
as he tells us howysaid a female voter, 60, from Mudon Township, Mon
State

‘I do not know.l know nothing.After | vote, that is itysaid a female villager,
53, from PaukTaw village, Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

In the 2015 Election, all across the country, 23 million voters cast ballotsr the
Pyithu Hluttaw and theAmyotha Hluttaw and abstinedand loss votes madeip 15
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million and over 1 million for each, respectively

From the above, there was a large number of abstained votdiserefore, in order
that the publics effort and rights in exercising their right to vote is not squandered,

training on the voting procedures should be provided thoroughly and effectively

7) Threats, Barriers, and Vote -Buying during Elections

According to the COC for the election agreed upon by political parties and
candidates, in Chapter % Security section, ti states "conducting an election

campaign by threateningviolence anytime or with violenceshould be banneginotg:
this is not a directranslation, but rather a loose translation by HURFOM sidfi
addition, in Chapter 5, it states to stay away fromabusing power by bribery and
threat or similar methods, taking special advantagef the electiorfs objective (or)
influencey as well as not to commit téusing public property toensuring the
obtention of votes from the public(or)the buying of votes 331

Of the interviews with community member the HURFOM Field Team conducted, 20

revealed that although there were no threat®r barriers during past elections, there
were forms of votebuying such as therovision of support in exchange for votes

I do not know much about [this and political] parties.But it% about getting
support.What they are supporting is for the campaign think, they are
supporting to get votesl have seen that beforeBut this is not in our villagep

said a female villager, 51, frm Karotpi village, Thanbyuzayat Township,
Mon State

“Threating, barriers.|.have never seerBut | have seen the parties are
supporting [peoplel,usaid a female voter, 24, from Mudon Township, Mon
State

‘Some parties provide traveling and meal fees vdn they do election
campaigningpsaid a male villager, 56, Kwan KaWi village, Mudon Township,
Mon State
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" Al party has provided rice and cooking oilssaid a female villager, 39, from
Mudon Township, Mon State

According to the Union Election Law, the andidates should not use more than
10,000,000 kyat for the election campaigrThe law also stated that the candidates

must submit their expenses along with documents or proof at their respective
district office within 30 days following Election Day33

The majority of interviewees stated they have not faced any threats concerning the
2020 ElectionBut there have been instances where poster8/inyl banners)of the

ruling party, the NLD, have been destroyed in Mon State, including in Paung
Township3 Thanthapngyi village and in other townships

Also, a young person from Kawthat village, KyaikmayaWwownship, destroyed an
election campaign poster (Vinyl banners)of the NLD, and havas charged under

Election Law Articles(57)and (58) .

"We sued him to protectthe reputation of the NLD and the candidate§he
poster also included a picture of State Counselor, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and
the patron of the NLDIf we dont sue him, all of our posters will be
destroyedpusaid U Khin Zaw Oo, an Amyotha Hluttaw represéative and
whose picture wason the poster toa34

8) COVID19 Crisis

Another significant
challenge that voters '
are facing during the |
2020 Election is the |
COVIB19 pandemic
Due to the widespread
of the COVIELY virus,
some townships have ,

ordered their citizens ==
to stay at home and F '

imposed travel
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restriction and tighter health rules and regulations

Up to 50 people are allowed for gatheringduring election campaigning, buin
townships with lock-down orders, gatheringsare not allowed for election campaigs.

The campaign trip by the State Counselor, scheduled on September 8, was cancelled
as the Ministry of Health and Sport did not permit it to be held>

The Peoplé Party’s chairperson suggested on September 8 that the election should
be postponed® The Peoples Party also submitted an open letter to the Union
Election Commission on September 11 to postpone the election until December.11

They argued that gathering people to vote was too much of a risk spreading the
virus, and due to this, i%s would make free and fair elections difficult37

According data collected by HURFOM, although eligible voters are worried about
COVIDL1Y9, they will still go vote on the Election Day®

‘| am worried about COVIEL9,but | do not want to not vote because of
COVID19.1 will vote by different choicespsaid a female villager, 32, from Ah
nin village, Thanbyuzayat Township, Mon State

Another female villager from AhNin, 32, also said,| will protect myself and not get
the virus and go vote

“The villagers are al from our village, so there is no need to worryt have
never thought that | would not go vote because of COI psaid a female
villager, 60, from Mudon Township, Mon State

‘| am afraid of COVIEL9, but what can | do? When other people go vote, |
also have to do sdt is a must to go vote, so | have to gées, | am worried
about COVIEL9,usaid a 46year-old female villager, 46, from Kyaikmayaw
Township, Mon State

According to a virtual meeting on August 5, 2020, State Counsellor Daw Aung San
SuuKyi instructed the UEQo provide guidelines giving voters enough time at polling
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stations, according to the COVHD9 prevention rules, as well as to have voters line
up 6 feet apart from another3®

According to U Hein Linn Htet, the Secretary of the Montaée Election Sub
Commission, those who are in quarantine centers due to COVIBD or admitted to
hospital can cast advanced votes

“Those who have stayed in quarantine are similar tfthe situation of]those
who have been admitted to hospitalsAs they ae under the Ministry of
Health [protocols they are assumed to be patienisand the voting laws
allow them to cast their advanced ballotg) said U Hein Linn Htet, the
Secretary of the Mon State Election SUbommission40

Fo-S
:én E ‘
W :
. "
2 v § R ¥
et/ , o oL

;6}39?05(6) m£m§é€; [
@U)gaﬁgg?. + 6 AOEAI] U (NGE 6 E ® ﬁﬁN&Aﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁQQjm%'

Those who were in quarantine due to COVIL movement res
,»t



Chapter (5)Challenges Faced by Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs)

Myanmar ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilitie€CRPD
on December 72010.41

The Union Hluttaw approvedthe Law on the Rights ofPersons with Disabilitieson
June 5, 205.42The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief, and Resettlement released the

PWD right acts on December 27, 2017
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The Act also specifiethat PWDs can participate in politics equally as other peopfé
Articles 29)and (30)of the Chapter(8) state that RAVDs have the right to voteArticle
(31-A) articulates that the UEC should collaborate for the PWDs to be able to vote

effortlessly.45

According to the 2014 Census, there were .2 million PWDs in Myanmar,
approximately 46%of the entire country3s populdion.4 Mon State, which has a
population of over 2 million people, has 109,298 PWDs, which is3840of the entire

population of the state4?

According to U Myat Thu Win, of the ShweMinthdoundation, across Myanmar,
there are over 100,000 PWD$?

According to the Chair of Mon Stafs PWD Associatiorthere are over 26,000 PWDs
in Mon State in 2020But the Mon State Election Suommission recognizes only
4,070 PWDs in the state9
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Due to the lack of documentation omatters of citizenship for PWDsit% dfficult to

collect data concerning the number of PWDs in Mon State, not to mention other
states and regions within Myanmar

"PWDs do not have an exact date of birffihey also do not have ID card$he
department does not issue ID cards for then®n the wting list, there are
only over 4,000 PWDs votersBut, when we informed[the number was much
higher], the Township Election Commissio®s reply was,the PWDs group
must gather the exact number of PWDsgaid U Saw Aung Thein Thin, Chair
of Mon Statés PWDAssociation, in an interview with HURFOM on August 20

Persons with disabilities voiced a number of difficulties, barriers, and challenges to
HURFOM when patrticipating in electiondHURFOMs Field Team interviewed PWDs

throughout six townships during its field survey. Those difficulties, barriers, and
challenges are unveiled in this chapter

A)Lack of Citizenship ldentity Documents

Most of the PWDs the HURFOM Field Team interviewed did not have documents
declaring proofof citizenship.

Applying for ID cards and household documents can be challenging for PW&s,
these documents were not issued early oand often not pursued by their families

Thus, the majority of PWDs do not have such documents

‘I do not have my name on the voter lisMy family membersdo.l have never
voted.This is because | do not have an ID catccannot vote because | do not

have an ID card, right? To have an ID card, everyone who wantshas to
apply and provide everything in detaillt is not easy for PWDs to go and

apply.l do not have an ID card do not have my name on the household
document toousaid a 42year-old woman who has physical disorder from
Mudon Township, Mon State

Moreover, PWDs often must have someone help them go to the relevant government
departments, but their family membersmake a living on subsistence farming or daily
wage labor and they too strugglefaced with the dayto-day reality of generating an

income,leaving little time for the family to helpthem apply for documentation or
admittance on he voter registration list.
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‘In the past, my
parents  did not
understand this.
When | had children, =
they also cannot walk
| am occupied with
helping them.l do not
have time for the ID
card and household
document : .
registration,t 28 ALhGNey Myo / MPA

said a 42year-old woman, who has physical disorder affecting her hands and legs,
from Mudon Township, Mon State

"PWDs do not have their names on household documen&nce they have
disabilities, it is not convenient for them to travel to the [government]

departments for regigration.So, | want to request that administrators talk to
the department officials to go to the field and register for thenpsaid U Win
Cho, Chair of Mudon Townshifs PWD Association

In addition to not having citizenship documents, without proper attenton and
support from PWDsgfamilies and the government department officials, the PWDs

lose their civic and political rights

‘I do not have an ID card, so my name is not on the voter ligty mom and
family members have their names on the lisBut | have applied for the ID
cardpsaid a 19year-old young man, who has physical disorder affecting his
hands and legs, from Mudon Township, Mon State

Although the PWDs interviewedlid not have their names included on the voter list,
since they did not have doaments proving their citizenship, they expressed a desire
to vote and exercise their rights

“Our family members have not checked the voter list ydtdo not know yet
whether my name is on the list or notl do not have an ID card have just
applied for the ID document at the Ward Administration Officd want to
voteusaid a 27#yearold man, who has a visual disorder, from Mudon
Township, Mon State
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B)Lack of Access to Information on the E lection

According to data collected by the Field Team througmterview conducted with
PWDs, there has been no electiarlated information released specifically targeted

for PWDs

In Myanmar, there are four types of PWDghysical disability, visual impairment,
hearing impairment, and intellectual disability.50 Of them, people with visual
impairments have the most challenge in accessing election informatiofhey have
only theradio to rely on to access information

In Mon State, people with visual impairments make up the highest number of PWDs
and count for 3out of the states population.5tIf no information is provided

specifically for them, 3/of voters will lose their rights, and their votes be abstained

According to U Saw Thein Tint, Chair of the Mon State Physically Handicapped
Association, "Those with visual impairments may need ballot papers written in

Braille.If their helper casts the vote against their will, they will lose their vote>qu

"Regarding election information, | get it from listening to the radiol heard
from the radio that the election will be held on NovembeB.l cannot
remember the restl just forget.| have some difficult with access to
information. | .am also busy with my job, and | only listen to the radio
sometimes| am working at a massage service in Mawlamyine City as a
masseusg,said a 27yearold PWD, who is visually impaired, from Mudon
Township, Mon State

Although PWDs have access to information through other mediums, such as the
Internet and the radio, as well as from the community, administration offices, and
election subcommissions, there are still obstacles to obtaining accurate information

in a timely manner.

‘| got the news from the internetl have heard[the newgin the village.But |
am not sure whether it is true or notBut if the Ward Administrators come to
inform us only when the election is near, this is not goagsaid a 49year-old
villager from KwanNganvillage, Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State
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‘I received the
information about
the election from
my phonel do not
have any
difficulties. | can
see things aml can
walk.So, there are

no difficulties,p
said U Win Cho,
Chairperson of the
Mudon Township
PWD Assaociation
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Apart from people with visual impairments, other types of PWDs, who do not use the
Internet, also have limited access to information on the el&on.

‘| did not get any newsl do not know about the Election Day eithert%s
difficult to get news.| am alone at homd do not go out and | know nothingl
do not use the Internetpsaid a 37yearold man, with psychical disorder,
from Kyaikmayaw Township.

HURFOM urges that, as the PWBgghtsAct specifies that PWDs are granted equal
rights to participate in other equal organizations in any secto?3 including politics, it
is necessary for the UE@ take special consideration for PWDs to have ack® to
election information like other voters. Thus, it is necessary to provide such

information through particular means that PWDs can access

In doing so, their votes will not be abstained, and they will be able to participate in
the election, fulfilling the UE® slogan holding the election freely and fairlyu .

‘I heard about the election news from the radid.ast time, the Ward
Administrator came to announce the day of the vot&hen, | will go vote
There wont be any probleny said a 5#4earold man, who has a visual
impairment, from Mudon Township, Mon State
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C)Lack of Access to Voter Education Trainings

The majority of PWDghat the HURFOM Field Team interviewedad never attended
any votereducationfelectionrelated awareness training

‘I do not know about in other townshipsThere was no training in our
township,psaid a 3#year-old manfrom Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

Since, the 2008 Constitution was approved, there have betwo elections held Now,

with the 2020 Elections, PWDs havget tobe engaged in any of the votezducation
trainings, and once agairare being left behind

‘| have never seen such a training provided for PWDQssaid a 40year-old
with disabilities from Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

Since the voter educatiortrainings provided to PWDs was only at the state level, the
numbers of participants were very lowThey failed to provide trainings at the

township and ward/illage level, so the impact has not been effective

‘When | was invited to join the training in Mon State as a township
representative, | joined They provided a stipend for traveling and a meal
But the township [officials]are not able to provide such servicd-or example,

| already joined the training, so if | provided such a training when | got luk
around the township, the township [officials]will be unable to provide a

stipend for meals and transportation So, because they cannot provide that,
no training was providedysaid U Win Cho, Chair of Mudon Township
PWDs Association

Not having acess to
voter education
trainings will have a
significantly ~ negative
impact on PWDS&ability
and right to vote.

On March 28, 2018,
President U Win Myint
i was elected but with
four abstained votes,
even at the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw. So, votes from
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PWDs will bemore likely become abstainednvalid votes.

"No training was provided We can see that the votes will become abstained
since no training was providedysaid a 49year-old male villager with a
disability from Kwan Ngan village, Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon Sta

HURFOM urges the UEC and CSOs to consider providiogr education trainings to
PWDs as well when they conduct regular voter workshops

D)Voting Challenges

In the upcoming General Electiorthere will not be separate polling stations for
voters with disabilities in Mon State However, according to U Hein Lin Htet, the

Secretary of the Mon State Election SdBommissionstaff memberswill be able to
assist them>s4

The Mon State Election SuBommission also stated that there will be advanced

voting for PWDs, senior citizens, and unhealthy peoplnd their family members or
anyone who assists them in casting their votes

However, HURFOR interviews showed that most PWDs had never voted
previously in any electionSince they do not have any documentian supporting
proof of citizenship, they often felt reluctant to vote

"My family members have not checked the voter list yet, so | am not sure
whether my name is there or notl do not have an ID card eithet have

applied for it and submittedan application to the Ward Administration
Officepsaid a 27yearold resident with visual impairment from Mudon

Township, Mon State

‘| did not see my name on the voter lisMy family member$names are on
the list.l have never voted before because | do nokie an ID cardf | do not
have an ID card, | cannot vote, rightBaid a 42year-old female resident who
has physical disorder from Mudon Township, Mon State

“So far, no one from my family has checked the voter list ygtaid a 57year-old male
resident with a visual impairment from Mudon Township, Mon State

54 UEC to provide assistance for voters with disabilitiesJune 23, 2020 HURFOM
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If assistance is provided for PWDs to be able to vote, they would be able to
participate in the election just others

‘Weve formed a youth group in our villageWhen the voters list is
announced, they will tell villagers to go and check the lisdnd they will help
villagers to correct and amend the voter3list,usaid Nai Mon Saw Noal, the
Village Administrator for Naing Hlone village, Mudon Township, Mon State

Having to line up to cast a &llot at polling stations but having no one to assist them
is another challenge PWDs face when voting in the election

"We have to line up like ordinary people to voteThe PWDs with crutches
will have difficultly because they have to stand the whole dait is not
convenient to carry people who are unable to walk to the polling statiai$o,
if we do not go vote it workt be busy and family members also do not have to
bother,usaid a 40year-old male with a physical disorder from Kyaikmayaw
Township, Mon Stée.

“One thing that is not convenient is that we have to line up at the polling
station like other [ordinary]people.Another thing is that it is difficult to
travel to the polling station from homepsaid a 19year-old male resident
with a physical disorder from Mudon Township, Mon State

The PWDs stated they did not have experience with voting and had never
participated in voter education.Hence, they did not know how to vote in the election

‘I do not know how to vote This year is the first time thatl will start to vote,u
said a 19yearold male resident with a physical disorder from Mudon
Township, Mon State

‘| also did not get to vote in the previous election$ have never votedMy
family has to struggle for a livingl do not have time to go wote ysaid a 27
year-old resident with a visual impairment from Mudon Township, Mon
State

‘| went to vote in 2015 electionNo difficulty at all. The staff at the polling
station helped usl told them verbally for the party that | wanted to vote for,
and they put the stamp in my hand and pressed the balldgthen, they took

55 Administrators say villagers more interested in election than ever beforeluly 23, 2020 HURFOM
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me back to my familyNo difficult at all,usaid a 57yearold male resident
with a visual impairment from Mudon Township, Mon State

Respective organizationdiave full responsibility to help PWDs exercise their right to
vote if they so wish and apply their rights as citizens equally as others

‘If there is someone willing to help take me to the polling station, | will go
voteusaid a 2#yearold man who has a visual impairment from Mdon
Township, Mon State

E)Lack of Interest in PWD Issues by Candidates

Interviewed PWDs were asked whether they thought the candidates would take an
interest in advocating for PWD&rights and issuesMost felt that the candidates

would not have an nterest in advancing PWD policies; on the other hand, many
stated that they did not know whether a candidate would, revealing a lack of
knowledge about the candidates in general

Overall, they feltexcluded from the election, since political parties do noinclude
PWDs in their election platforms and strategy plans, and they do not actively seek to
engage PWDs during election campaign activities

"When the candidates conduct campaign activities, they also say they will
work for the farmers and build road and bridges.But they never talk about
working for our rights.Are they forgetting uspsaid U Win Cho, Chair of
Mudon Township PWD Association

I do not think the candidates will have policies for the PWD%his is

because the Hluttaw representatives damot have much contact with PWDs,
and | do not think they will have interest in ugssaid a 40year-old resident

with physical disorder from Kyaikmayaw Township, Mon State

According to the interviewees, the PWDs are interested in the election, and they
hope to vote for candidates that will work to advance their rights

‘In Kyaikmayaw, the last government administration was not interested in
presentingto the Hluttaw about the needs of PWD# is just with hope that

the candidate that we vote for will beable to push for our needsssaid a 55

yearold male resident with a visual impairment from Kyaikmayaw
Township, Mon State
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“The party that | vote for will work for policies that grant equal rights to us
just as to other[ordinary]peopleusaid a 19year-old resident with a physical
disorder from Mudon Township, Mon State

In Chapter (6)of the election COC on political partiésand candidates diversity and
allinclusiveness,” palitical parties must do their best for PWDs not to be
discriminated aganst, but to have equal rights in alareas for PWDs Rolitical parties
and candidates should not disregard but prioritize PWDqights when they draw-up
policy and guidelines

F)Interest and Expectations Regarding the Election

While PWDs face challeges accessing proof of citizenship, election information, and
voter education training and are confronted with obstacles in traveling to polling
stations and the voting process, despite these barriers, thexpressedan interest in
the election and wantedto exercise their right to vote
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